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RAINBOW NURSERY SCHOOL, SHOTTERMILL 
A statement by the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

It’s with great sadness and regret that St Stephen’s Church Shottermill has taken the decision to 
close our Rainbow Nursery School with effect from the end of the Summer term on Friday 21 July 
2023.  We recognise that the closure of this well-known and well-loved local nursery school will be a 
blow for our community so our intention was to give as much notice as we could.  Despite financial 
support from the Church, which is mostly funded by voluntary giving, and a grant from Surrey 
County Council in 2022, it has been increasingly hard to sustain the nursery school in the current 
economic conditions.  Sadly, we are not alone in having to take this step; other similar nurseries are 
facing the same trouble and many have closed. 

The quality of the education and service that the Rainbow provides is well-known locally and it is a 
strong testament to the Staff and the Manager, Kim Windebank, that it has kept going and is doing 
so well to care for local children.  However, after much consideration and consultation, Mrs. 
Windebank has decided to step down after 19 years’ service to the Rainbow and this community.  So 
all of us thank Kim for her dedication, leadership and care over that long tenure and wish her well in 
the future. 

Another issue facing the Rainbow is the difficulty in recruiting qualified staff and so, although we 
have been given more notice than is required, the Parochial Church Council has agreed that it is in 
the best interests to announce the closure of the nursery now so that all can look at alternate 
arrangements. 

As a Church, we are still committed to ministry to all age groups and value the opportunity to care 
for our community.  So now we are going to carefully review the situation, seek God’s guidance, and 
look for what we should do next.  We will take stock and see whether we are called to re-launch the 
nursery or to do something different, especially under the leadership of our new Vicar of Shottermill, 
Rev Tim Radcliffe, who will be installed on 15 June 2023. 

 


